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RENEWABLE ENERGY  

88. Hon Robin Chapple to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the Minister’s media release of 29 May 2013 “Mid West Energy Project reaches milestone”, and I ask: 

(a) can the Minister describe what specific initiatives or investments this State Government is taking in 
working towards a clean energy future; 

(b) what measures is this State Government taking in the Mining and Pastoral Region to work towards a 
clean energy future; 

(c) if yes to (a), will this state be able to achieve the national goal of 20 percent supply of renewable energy 
across the whole state by 2020; 

(d) if no to (a), why not; 

(e) if yes to (a) and no to (c), why not; and 

(f) if yes to (c), will the Minister outline the initiatives or strategies that will achieve this goal across the 
whole state? 

Hon Peter Collier replied: 

(a)   The Government has initiated a range of actions that continue to support renewable energy uptake in 
Western Australia, including: 

• $20 million in funding support towards the Verve Energy 10 megawatt Greenough River Solar 
Farm, which opened in October 2012. 

• Commissioning of the Verve Energy $40 million, 14 megawatt expansion of the Albany Wind 
Farm in May 2012.  

• A power purchase agreement between Synergy and the Collgar Wind Farm.  The 206 megawatt 
facility, located near Merredin, has been generating at full capacity since October 2011. 

• Around $28 million of funding to support projects under the Low Emissions Energy Development 
Fund, which was established to promote the development of innovative low emissions technology.  
Projects funded under this initiative include:  

• a demonstration wave energy project off Garden Island;  

• a concentrated solar thermal power plant at Morawa in the Mid West region; 

• a geothermal electricity generation plant near Dongara in the Mid West region;  and  

• an algae biofuels project in the Karratha region. 

• A Feed-in Tariff Scheme providing payments of up to 40 cents per kilowatt hour over 10 years for 
exported renewable electricity.  

• The Renewable Energy Buyback Scheme, which requires Synergy and Horizon Power to purchase 
electricity exported to the grid by eligible small-scale renewable energy systems. 

The Feed-in Tariff Scheme and the Renewable Energy Buyback Scheme have resulted in the 
installation of around 120,000 small-scale solar power systems by households and not for profit 
organisations. This is equivalent to approximately 270 megawatts of solar generation capacity.  

The Buyback Scheme is supporting the installation of an additional 2,000 to 2,500 systems each 
month. 

(b)  The algae biofuels project in Karratha is located in the Mining and Pastoral region. 

(c)  The expanded Renewable Energy Target is a national scheme administered by the Commonwealth 
Government. Electricity businesses in Western Australia, including the State’s electricity corporations, 
must comply with the requirements of the scheme. The way in which each business meets its 
obligations is a commercial matter. 

(d)–(f)   Not applicable. 
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